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to the wind and do not mind degrading themselves by prostitu-
ting the institution of marriage for their own base ends. And this
one vicious habit has told upon the quality of their national
work which otherwise by their intellect and education they are
capable of doing to the great benefit of the country.
In order to put an end to this evil, a provisional committee
has already been formed now of which Acharya A. T. Gidwani
has accepted the presidentship. This is as it should be. When he
undertook to go to Sindh from Brindaban it was naturally
expected that he would throw himself with zest into all desi-
rable movements that conduce to national wellbeing. It is to be
hoped that the provisional committee will soon become a
permanent organization and under his able leadership the
reform which is already belated will make steady progress.
The Secretary, Shri Mirchandani, asks me for suggestions.
The only suggestion that I can think of just now is that this
organization should create a public opinion against deti-leti that
would become irresistible. Young educated Amils are able to
squeeze the poor parents of marriageable girls only because
there is no active public opinion against the custom. There
should be work done in the schools and colleges and amongst
the parents of girls. The parents should so educate their
daughters that they would refuse to marry a young man who
wanted a price for marrying and would rather remain spinsters
than be party to the degrading terms. The only honourable
terms in marriage arejnutual love and mutual consent.
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